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THE HEADHUNTER’S DAUGHTER
By Don Josephus Raphael Eblahan

Philippines | In Ilokano with English 
subtitles | 2022 | 15 min | PG

SINGAPORE PREMIERE

The Philippines was occupied by the United States 
after the Spanish colonial period ended in the late 
1800s. During that period, the Cordilleras became a 
region for country music, honky-tonk bars, and horse-
riders. Director Eblahan was born into this culture, as 
were many generations of Indigenous Igorot children. 
The colonial presence is now gone, but its legacy still 
manifests in everyday life. 

In this cinematic ode to her ancestry, Eblahan tells the 
story of a young Igorot woman who leaves her family 
behind. She traverses the harrowing roads of the 
Cordilleran highlands to the city in a bid to make it as a 
country singer in a talent competition.

The Headhunter’s Daughter won the Short Film Grand 
Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival (2022).

ATROPHY
By Adib Emran

Brunei | In English | 2022 | 
16 min 4 sec | PG

SINGAPORE PREMIERE

Every day, Ava goes out to work while her husband 
Ezra stays at home to write his next book. Deeply 
in love, their union seems to be a picture-perfect 
one, until a confl ict over money starts to build. An 
unexpected plot twist reveals that there is more to this 
relationship than meets the eye.

For director Adib Emran, writing this short fi lm was 
a way to channel his ideas for undeveloped stories 
based on real-life experiences, and also to contribute 
to the ongoing dialogue about mental illnesses like 
schizophrenia.

JODILERKS DELA CRUZ, 
EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
By Carlo Francisco Manatad

Philippines, Singapore | In Tagalog with 
English subtitles | 2017 | 13 min | PG13 
(Some Coarse Language)

Jodilerks is a pump attendant at her last day of work in 
a gas station that is due to close down. Previously a 
top employee, Jodilerks spends her last night carrying 
out some questionable acts, refl ecting the increasingly 
anarchic nature of the society around her. 

Jodilerks Dela Cruz, Employee of the Month was in 
competition at Semaine de la Critique, Cannes Film 
Festival in 2017. It was screened at numerous fi lm 
festivals around the world in the same year, including 
the Toronto International Film Festival and the Busan 
International Film Festival.

Don Josephus Raphael Eblahan
(b. 1996, Philippines) is an 
independent fi lmmaker of Ifugao 
and Visayan descent. Eblahan’s 
works explore the themes of 
trauma, spirituality, and nature told 

through the cosmic lens of post-colonial spaces 
and Indigenous identities. In 2021, Eblahan’s 
fi lm Hilum won the Student Prize and received 
Special Mention from the International Jury at the 
Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival.
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Adib Emran (b. 1999, Brunei) 
moved to the city from his hometown 
Lumut, Kuala Belait, to attend college. 
During his internship, he became a 
crew member on several productions, 
and found his calling as a director 

after completing Atrophy. In 2021, Adib founded 
Canvaes Co, a media company currently producing 
his directorial debut for a mini-series, The Heist: 
Revival.
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R Carlo Francisco Manatad (b. 1987, 
Philippines) is a fi lmmaker based in 
Manila. He is an alumnus of the Asian 
Film Academy, Berlinale Talents, 
Tokyo Talents and the Locarno 
Filmmakers Academy. His fi rst short 

fi lm, Junilyn Has, premiered at the Locarno Film 
Festival (2015). Another of his fi lms, The Imminent 
Immanent, was in competition at the Toronto 
International Film Festival (2018). His fi rst feature, 
Whether the Weather is Fine, won the Cinema E 
Gioventù Prize at the Locarno Film Festival (2021).
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DAILY: 4PM DAILY: 5PM

A MILLION THREADS
By Thu Thu Shein

Myanmar | In Burmese with English 
subtitles | 2006 | 15 min 20 sec | PG

Every November, on the night of a full moon, thirty 
women gather at Shwe Phone Pwint Pagoda in the 
Pazundaung district of Yangon. There, they take part 
in a competition known as Matho Thingan, where they 
are tasked to weave the fi nest robes for the temple’s 
Buddha images. Additionally, all robes must be fi nished 
by dawn.

Cheered on by crowds and an orchestra of pulsating 
drums and high-pitched oboes, the teams of dedicated 
competitors work their handlooms frenziedly back and 
forth. Through artistic labour, they celebrate Buddha’s 
foster mother Gautami—who is said to have woven 
her son a robe in a single day—and remember their 
spiritual origins.

A Million Threads premiered at Visions du Réel (2008).

Thu Thu Shein (b. 1983, Myanmar) 
is a fi lmmaker and producer who 
graduated from the National University 
of Arts and Culture’s Cinema and 
Drama Department. She has an MA in 
Cinema and Digital Media at FAMU in 

the Czech Republic. She participated in Locarno’s 
Open Doors Lab in 2016, and also served as 
Jury for the Taiwan International Documentary 
Film Festival (2018).
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DAILY: 6PM

AGE OF YOUTH
By Myo Thar Khin

Myanmar | In Burmese with English 
subtitles | 2020 | 20 min 12 sec | 
PG13 (Some Coarse Language)

SINGAPORE PREMIERE

Sithu and Min Htet are friends who live hand to mouth. 
When they hatch a plan that will enable Sithu to elope 
with his pregnant girlfriend, the quiet drama in their 
everyday life unfolds as they try to scrape together 
enough money to repair Sithu’s motorcycle. 

Age of Youth was selected for the Locarno 
International Film Festival (2021).

STAY AWAKE, BE READY / 
HÃY TỈNH THỨC VÀ SẴN SÀNG
By Pham Thien An

Vietnam, South Korea, USA | In Vietnamese 
with English subtitles | 2019 | 14 min | PG13 
(Some Coarse Language)

On a busy street corner, three young men have a 
conversation over food. Suddenly, a motorcycle crash 
occurs nearby. As the crowd clears, a young boy 
appears to perform street tricks, and a beer girl 
plies her trade. 

Filmed over one unbroken long take, this work brings 
together these slice-of-life vignettes. In this tableau 
of humanity, the focus moves from specifi c characters 
and events, to the relationships between them. This 
prompts viewers to take a step back and refl ect on 
their own signifi cance in the grand scheme of things.

Stay Awake, Be Ready won the Illy Prize for Best Short 
Film in the Director’s Fortnight section at Cannes Film 
Festival (2019). 

Myo Thar Khin (b. 2000, Myanmar) 
moved from his hometown to Yangon 
in 2016 to study fi lmmaking at the 
National University of Arts and 
Culture, Yangon, as a Cinema and 
Drama major. In 2018, he joined a 

Film and Society workshop organised by the Film 
and TV School of Academy of Performing Arts in 
Prague (FAMU) and Wathann Film Festival. His 
fi rst short fi lm, 1/4 wasted, won the New Vision 
Award at the Wathann Film Festival (2019).
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Pham Thien An (b. 1989, Vietnam) 
is a fi lm director, producer and 
screenwriter. In 2015, he moved to 
Houston, Texas, and continued to 
work as a freelance fi lmmaker. His 
short fi lm, The Mute (2018), has 

travelled to several fi lm festivals like Internationale 
Kurzfi lmtage Winterthur, Palm Springs International 
ShortFest, and Uppsala International Short Film 
Festival. He is currently working on his fi rst feature 
fi lm, Inside the Yellow Cocoon Shell, based on 
Stay Awake, Be Ready.
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EVENINGS
ON

THE TERRACE
A selection of fi lms from the programme that 
will be screened at the Supreme Court Terrace

INSIDE THE UFFIZI
By Corinna Belz and 
Enrique Sanchez Lansch
Please refer to page 28.

FIRESTARTER—
THE STORY OF BANGARRA
By Nel Minchin and Wayne Blair
Please refer to page 14.

THE DAUGHTER OF JAPAN
By Nyi Pu
Please refer to page 38.

EVENINGS WITH KHVAY 
SAMNANG
Please refer to page 24.

Also online

8382



Ticketing
Tickets are available at the Painting with Light website: nationalgallery.sg/paintingwithlight

ON-SITE PROGRAMMES

Programme Venue Standard Ticket
Concession 
Ticket

Festival Sections:
Ways of Seeing
Holding Space
Into the Galleries
Field Experiments 
Special Focus

The Ngee Ann Kongsi 
Auditorium 
(City Hall Wing, Level B1)

Supreme Court Terrace 
(Supreme Court Wing, Level 4M)

UOB Southeast Asia Gallery 2 
(Supreme Court Wing, Level 3)

$10

Each fi lm ticket also comes with a 
General Admission Pass.

$8 

Festival Sections:
Field Experiments
Inside—Programme Three

The Ngee Ann Kongsi 
Auditorium Foyer 
(City Hall Wing, Level B1)

Free –

Festival Sections:
Southeast Asian Shorts

UOB Southeast Asia Gallery, 
Theatrette 
(Supreme Court Wing, Level 5)

Free, with General Admission Pass 

For more information about General 
Admission Passes, please visit 
www.nationalgallery.sg/admissions. 

–

Special Focus
Singapore—A Growing Nation 
by Robert Zhao Renhui

Level 4 Gallery 
(City Hall Wing)

Free, with General Admission Pass –

Special Focus
In conversation with 
Robert Zhao Renhui

Level 4 Gallery 
(City Hall Wing)

Free

Please register for a ticket at the 
Painting with Light website.

–

Special Curator Tours Various exhibitions Free

Please register for a ticket at the 
Painting with Light website.

–

Promotions
• Local and international students, Full-time National Servicemen (NSFs) excluding foreign personnel, seniors aged 60 and 

above, and children aged 12 and below are eligible for Concession Tickets.
• Gallery Insiders, staff, docents, and volunteers can enjoy 50% off the Standard Ticket price with promo code: PWL50%OFF.
• Singapore Film Society members can enjoy 20% off the Standard Ticket price with promo code: PWLXSFS20%
• To redeem the General Admission Pass that comes with your ticket, please scan the QR code found in your confi rmation 

email at any of the Pass Dispensers located at the entrances of and around the Gallery. This General Admission Pass is valid 
180 days from time of purchase. For more information about General Admission Passes, please visit www.nationalgallery.sg/
admissions. 

Terms and Conditions
• Please bring a valid ID for checks at the door. Concession Ticket holders unable to present proof of eligibility will be required to 

upgrade their Concession Tickets to Standard Tickets.
• Tickets are non-refundable, non-transferable, and not for resale.
• Film classifi cation ratings will be updated on the Painting with Light website. Please check the website for the latest updates..

ONLINE PROGRAMMES
Programme Standard Ticket

Ways of Seeing
Firestarter—The Story of Bangarra 
by Nel Minchin and Wayne Blair

Holding Space
Inside The Uffi zi by Corinna Belz and 
Enrique Sanchez Lansch

$10

Ticket code is valid for 72 hours from time of purchase, only within the festival 
period 1 July to 24 July 2022. Please note that the fi lm will not be available for 
viewing after 24 July 2022, regardless of when ticket is purchased.

Southeast Asian Shorts Free

Films are available for viewing within the festival period 1 to 24 July 2022.

Terms and Conditions
Please note that fi lms can only be viewed within Singapore.

TOURS

SPECIAL
CURATOR

Antony Gormley 
Sun 3 Jul & Sun 17 Jul | 11am

Declarations and Dreams: Art of 
Southeast Asia since the 19th Century 
exhibition (Art from Myanmar)
Sun 3 Jul | 11am

Declarations and Dreams: Art of 
Southeast Asia since the 19th Century 
exhibition (LEKRA Art)
Sun 3 Jul | 12pm

Ever Present: First Peoples Art 
of Australia
Sun 10 Jul | 11am & 12pm

Chua Mia Tee: Directing the Real
Sun 24 Jul | 11am & 12pm

These Sunday tours of the exhibitions are free. To book a ticket, please visit the 
corresponding fi lm programme page at nationalgallery.sg/paintingwithlight

When registering for a tour, please add a General Admission Pass for entry into 
exhibitions. For more information about General Admission Passes, please visit: 
www.nationalgallery.sg/admissions. 

Please arrive at the Information Counter at Level B1, located near Lift Lobby B, 
at least 10 minutes before the start of the tour to secure your booking.
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ADVISORY ON COVID-19
The Gallery is open. We hope that you may find comfort and joy in being able to connect with art 
through a physical on-site experience. The safety and well-being of our visitors and staff continue 
to remain our top priority. All visitors entering the Gallery will be required to wear masks at all 
times. The Gallery, together with its F&B establishments, have been certified SG Clean.

Safe Venue

We will continue to monitor the situation closely and take an informed approach to  
update our operations in line with the evolving advice from the relevant authorities.

Thank you for your continued support and understanding as we keep the Gallery safe and 
enjoyable for everyone.

For latest updates on the COVID-19 situation in Singapore, please refer to the Ministry of 
Health’s website (www.moh.gov.sg).

About National Gallery Singapore
National Gallery Singapore is a leading visual arts institution which oversees the world’s largest 
public collection of Singapore and Southeast Asian modern art. Situated in the heart of the Civic 
District, the Gallery is housed in two national monuments—City Hall and former Supreme Court— 
that have been beautifully restored and transformed into this exciting venue.

SUPPORT THE GALLERY
The Gallery offers opportunities for you to enhance and cultivate your love for the arts.  
Your support helps us to build a world-class collection, pioneer original research, and  
develop our public programmes to bring art to a wider audience.

To find out more, please visit nationalgallery.sg/join-give/support-the-gallery  
or contribute to giving.sg/national-gallery-singapore
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•	 �Large floor area enabling comfortable and 
undisrupted enjoyment of art while adhering 
to the Safe Management Measures.

•	 �Increased frequency of cleaning and 
disinfection services. Hand sanitisers are 
also available at various locations  
throughout the building.

•	 Revised capacity of exhibition galleries in 
accordance with government guidelines.

•	 The Gallery and all our F&B tenants were 
awarded the SG Clean certification on 
13 April 2020.

 �BY BUS  
195, 961 stops at Parliament Place

  �BY MRT 
5-min walk from City Hall MRT station 
10-min walk from Clarke Quay and  
Raffles Place MRT stations

 �BY TAXI/CAR 
Taxi stand and drop-off point is located at 
the Gallery’s Coleman Street entrance

 �Entrance to the carpark is only 
accessible via St. Andrew’s Road. 
 
Gallery Parking Rates 
Daily, including Public Holidays 
7am–6pm: $1.30 per half hour 
6pm–1am: $3.20 per entry 
$1 per entry for motorcycles

THE ARTS 
HOUSE

THE 
ADELPHI

SUPREME COURT LANE

SUPREME 
COURT

PARLIAMENT 
HOUSE

PICK-UP/
DROP-

OFF
POINT

NATIONAL
GALLERY 
SINGAPORE

GETTING TO THE GALLERY
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 nationalgallerysg

  nationalgallerysingapore

 natgallerysg

 nationalgallerysg 

        新加坡国家美术馆

ENQUIRIES

6271 7000
info@nationalgallery.sg

ADDRESS

1 St Andrew’s Road 
Singapore 178957

nationalgallery.sg

Copyright in the content in this brochure may also reside in persons and entities other than, and in addition to the Gallery. 
The Gallery seeks to share our artworks with as many people as we can. We are fully committed to respecting the intellectual 
property rights of others and always use our best efforts to obtain permission for artwork images used. Please contact 
us should you have any queries about this. This brochure is published by National Gallery Singapore. All rights reserved. 
Materials in this publication may not be reproduced in part or in whole without written consent of the Gallery. Every effort has 
been made to ensure the accuracy of information within this brochure. However, changes are sometimes unavoidable and 
the Gallery reserves the right to make modifi cations to the programmes and ticketing policy without prior notice. Please visit 
www.nationalgallery.sg for the most updated information. The views and opinions expressed by speakers do not necessarily 
represent the position of the Gallery. Published in Jul 2022. All information is correct at time of print.


