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Where Ink Tides Meet showcases over 50 

recent acquisitions and other ink works from 

Singapore and Southeast Asia, exploring the 

transformation of ink as a medium across 

generations and borders. Building on the 

Gallery’s ongoing research into ink, the exhibition 

examines how artists continue to reinterpret ink 

through new forms and cultural contexts. 

Divided into three sections, the exhibition 

begins with Revival, where artists reconnect 

with past traditions. Encounter considers 

the intersections of diverse ink traditions, 

highlighting Singapore’s role as a meeting 

point for artistic and cultural exchange, while 

Nexus draws these threads together, showing 

ink as a medium of connection—between 

histories, styles, and ideas. 

Far from static, ink emerges here as fluid 

and evolving, its meanings expanded through 

dialogue and experimentation. Where Ink 

Tides Meet invites visitors to reflect on 

ink’s enduring relevance and its capacity 

to bridge the past, present, and future.

nationalgallery.sg/WhereInkTidesMeet

Dalam Collection is National Gallery 

Singapore’s new exhibition series 

spotlighting the research, acquisitions, 

and curatorial decisions that define the 

Gallery’s collection. 

Staged whenever a fresh facet of the 

collection emerges, each instalment 

offers an intimate, occasionally playful 

look at the unfolding narratives behind 

the works, and invites visitors to 

reconsider how collections are 

formed, interpreted, and experienced.

ON COVER
Chen Jen Hao. Detail of Who Wakes Up First from the Dream. 1943. 
Ink and colour on paper, 28.5 × 53 cm. Collection of National Gallery Singapore. 

This exhibition is in English, with room sheets in 
中文, Bahasa Melayu, and தமிழ .் 



Examines how artists in Singapore reconnected 

with their cultural roots through ink painting—

preserving tradition while reinterpreting it for new 

contexts. Featuring overlooked figures from the 

19th century onwards, this section sheds light on 

the diverse ways artists have used ink as a medium 

of expression, cultural identity, and artistic renewal.

Highlights how artistic exchanges in and beyond 

Singapore shaped the development of modern ink art. 

Through exhibitions, networks, and the generosity of 

collectors, works by 20th-century Chinese ink 

modernists found new resonance in Southeast Asia. 

These cross-cultural encounters reveal how ink art 

evolves—where boundaries blur, traditions are 

reinterpreted, and new meanings take shape.

Explores how ink art connects cultures, histories, 

and ideas across time. In Southeast Asia, artists 

exposed to diverse strands of modernism—and 

with varied entry points into ink—have expanded 

the breadth of new visual languages. Their works 

reveal ink as a living, evolving practice shaped by 

exchange, hybridity, and reinvention.E - P U B L I C A T I O N

This booklet accompanies Where Ink Tides Meet, 
the inaugural exhibition in National Gallery Singapore’s 
Dalam Collection series. Alongside a selection of plates, 
it includes a curatorial essay that traces how artists—
through cross-cultural exchange, material experimentation, 
and personal expression—have forged new visual languages 
that expand the possibilities of ink beyond convention.

SCAN TO AC CESS 
FR EE E- PUB L I CAT I ON

Chen Jen Hao. Who Wakes Up First from the Dream. 1943. Ink and 
colour on paper, 28.5 × 53 cm. Collection of National Gallery Singapore. 

Guan Shanyue. 
[Not titled] (An Indian Lady 
and Tropical Trees). 1947. 
Ink and colour on paper, 
140 × 35 cm. Collection of 
National Gallery Singapore.

1. Revival

2. Encounter

3. Nexus

Latiff Mohidin. Guilin (11). 1990. 
Ink and watercolour on paper, 
23.5 × 34.5 cm. Gift of the YLY Collection. 
Collection of Singapore Art Museum.

Hong Zhu An. Idle Thoughts. 2022. 
Ink and colour on rice paper, 
144 × 145.5 cm. Gift of the artist. 
Collection of National Gallery Singapore.



P R O G R A M M E S

In conjunction with the exhibition, we are bringing together a variety of 
discussions, tours, and artist talks for you to unpack and connect with its 
key ideas, artworks, and artists. For more information about the programmes, 
please visit nationalgallery.sg/WhereInkTidesMeet

T O U R S

Register for free at our Tours & Programmes Counter, 
City Hall Wing, Level 1 

English | Sat–Sun | 11.30am
Mandarin | Sat–Sun | 3pm
Curator Tour | Sun 22 Jun | 3pm

Copyright in the content in this brochure may also reside in persons and entities other than, and in addition to, the Gallery. 
The Gallery seeks to share our artworks with as many people as we can. We are fully committed to respecting the intellectual 
property rights of others and always use our best efforts to obtain permission for artwork images used. Please contact us should 
you have any queries about this. This brochure is published by National Gallery Singapore. All rights reserved. Materials in this 
publication may not be reproduced in part or in whole without written consent of the Gallery. Every effort has been made to 
ensure the accuracy of information within this brochure. However, changes are sometimes unavoidable and the Gallery reserves 
the right to make modifications to the programmes and ticketing policy without prior notice. Please visit www.nationalgallery.sg 
for the most updated information. The views and opinions expressed by speakers, facilitators and docents at the workshops and 
tours do not necessarily represent the position of the Gallery. Published in June 2025. All information is correct at time of print.

P LE A S E R E TU R N TH I S B R O C H U R E FO R R E CYC L I N G

J O I N  U S

Unlock the world of art with National Gallery Singapore 
membership. When you become an Insider, you can enjoy 
benefits such as free exhibition access, complimentary 
two-hour daily parking, dining and shopping discounts, 
and more! Join a vibrant community of art enthusiasts 
and elevate your art experience.

SCAN FOR
M OR E I NFO

S U P P O R T  U S

As a registered Charity and an Institute of Public 
Character, National Gallery Singapore relies on your 
support to build collections, engage in research, 
develop programmes, and bring art to everyone.

SCAN TO
SU PP OR T

O P E N I N G  H O U R S

Daily 10am–7pm
General ticket sales end 
30 minutes before closing time.

E N Q U I R I E S

6271 7000
info@nationalgallery.sg

A N  A C C E S S I B L E  E X P E R I E N C E  F O R  A L L

The Gallery is committed to creating an 
inclusive experience that can be enjoyed by 
visitors with access needs.

SCAN FOR
AC CESS GU I DE
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